U.S. History
September 3, 2013
Mr. Kinzer

Phone:  810-667-2423

Email:  bkinzer@lapeerschools.org
US History Course Description

This course is a general survey of political and social history of post-Civil War America.  Students will examine and analyze the relationship between historical events and modern times.  In addition, students will develop writing skills that lead to developing successful persuasive arguments. 
Daily Expectations 
Students are expected to:

1. Come to class prepared EVERY DAY, by bringing your book, paper, and something to write with.

2. Turn in all assignments at the previously announced time.  The highest grade a student may receive on an assignment turned in late is 60%.  No late assignments will be accepted after November  18, 2013.
3. Ask the teacher for missed work when returning after an absence.

4. Turn in any work that was due while they were absent the day they return to school.

Classroom Rules
1. Students should be courteous at all times – to each other and to the instructor.  
* Announcements *

2. Take care of sharpening your pencil and getting ready for class before the bell rings.  You should be in your seat when the bell rings.
3. Stay seated unless given permission from the teacher.  Paper and other garbage should only be thrown away at the beginning and end of each hour.  It is inappropriate to get out of your seat to throw things away while the class is in the middle of a lesson.
4. Always raise your hand when asking a question or attempting to gain the teacher’s attention.  Speaking out of turn can be a major classroom disruption and can make it difficult for other students to hear and focus.
5. No Cell Phones out during class.  Exception:  phone is part of assignment.
6. Be alert and pay attention at all times.  Sleeping or doing other activities will not be permitted.
7. Respect all classroom furniture.  Do not rock back in or write on desks, etc….
Classroom Procedures
Seating Chart:

There will be a seating chart for this class.  Students are expected to sit in their assigned seats everyday, unless otherwise instructed.
Late Assignments:

Late work will be accepted until a designated date, one week before exams begin.  The highest score that a student may receive for late work will be 60%.  This is the policy of the Lapeer West Social Studies Department.  All late assignments should be placed in the tray on the teacher’s desk.  The deadline for late work to be accepted is:  November 18, 2013.
Notebooks:
Each student will be required to keep a notebook that will be checked once, at the end of the trimester.  The notebook can be either a three-ring binder or a regular notebook with dividers and pockets.  It is highly recommended that students use a three-ring binder, as they are easier to update on a daily basis.  The notebook must be divided into the following four sections: 

1. Daily Notes

2. Handouts

3. Returned Assignments
4. Movie Notes
The notebook is a major grade and will be evaluated according to organization, neatness, thoroughness, and conformity.  Also, notebooks can be great studying tools for tests and final exams.  Doing a good job on your notebook is an important part in succeeding in this class.  Make sure you date everything and that all sections are organized chronologically.

Assignments, Quizzes, and Tests:
Students will be given a comprehensive assignment with each chapter covered.  The assignment is always due on the Friday on which the test covering the chapter is given.  In addition to this, there may be other smaller assignments given occasionally.  Chapters are covered either in one, two or three-week time periods.  There will always be a test on the Friday at the end of each chapter.  There may also be periodic quizzes given throughout the week that may or may not be announced ahead of time.
Grading:

All grades are grouped into one of two possible categories.  Category one is effort.  All assignments that are not tests or quizzes fall into this category.  Effort grades make up 60% of the final grade.  The second category is assessment.  All quizzes and tests fall into this category.  Assessments make up 40% of the final grade.  The district grading scale will be used in this class.
93-100 = A

80-82  = B-

67-69  = D+

90-92   = A-

77-79  = C+

63-66  = D

87-89   = B+

73-76  = C

60-62  = D-
83-86   = B

70-72  = C-

0-59    =  F

